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Fittest of the FIT

Students share
experiences of
coming out
By camden layell
contributing writer

“I’m gay.” Those aren’t easy words to
say, especially for the first time.
GayMU Week, meant to celebrate
pride in sexuality, wraps up this Saturday. But some students remember a
time when they weren’t so open about
their feelings.
According to a 2011 study by The Williams Institute of the UCLA School of
Law, almost 4 percent of US citizens
identify as gay or lesbian.
The study also reported that while
most people realize they have a sexual
attraction to the same sex at around 3
to 4 years old, typically they don’t put a
label on it until they’re teenagers.
Mitch Ramey, a hospitality management graduate, came out to his family
the summer after his sophomore year.
Ramey was attracted to other boys
in middle school, but it wasn’t until his
junior year of high school that he was
sure he was gay.

GayMU events

Today Day of Silence
Tomorrow “Live Homosexual Acts”
in Transitions at 7 p.m.
Saturday Gay Men’s Chorus in
Forbes Center for the Performing
Arts at 8 p.m.

JMU 10th of 25 healthiest colleges in US
By Kelsey Beckett
The Breeze

JMU can now add No. 10
healthiest school in the nation
to its list of top-ranking titles.
“Greatist” online blogger Kelly
Fitzpatrick ranked schools in her
article, “The 25 Healthiest Colleges in the US.”
Fitzpatrick evaluated colleges
and universities through nominations from readers through
social media. She also searched
for any schools on the web that
have exceptional food, fitness
facilities, health services and
happy students.
Student surveys from “College Prowler” and The Princeton
Review chose the 25 schools
from a list of 100 with the most
satisfied students, which “Greatist” compiled. Each school was
individually scored on a 100point scale that weighed food,
fitness, health services and
programming.
Some of the top schools
included University of California at Los Angeles, Stanford

University, University of North
Dakota, University of Georgia
and University of Texas.
JMU beat out Yale University,
Virginia Tech, Tufts University
and Rice University.
Fitzpatrick praised JMU’s easy
accessibility to UREC classes.
“Having been a student myself,
I know those classes can get pretty packed, so that’s awesome,”
Fitzpatrick said. “Not to mention, the adventure programs
and nutrition classes offered
were on par with other forwardthinking, health-focused schools
on our list.”
She also liked the fact that
UREC has a variety of free classes such as kickboxing, yoga and
Zumba, and the online video
clips that give students a taste
of what group fitness classes are
like.
“It can be hard showing up for
a new class the first time,” Fitzpatrick said. “If you can scope
things out beforehand and commit to it in advance, I know I’d
be more likely to follow through.”
The staff at UREC had its own

Lauren Gordon / contributing photographer

Top Keala Mason, a graduate student and UREC employee, teaches
Step & Sculpt, a fast-paced workout for those looking for a higher-level
group fitness class. bottom Catherine Steelman, a freshman dietetics
major, exercises on a UREC elliptical.

ideas as to why JMU ranked so
well. Eric Nickel, director of
University Recreation, believes
UREC’s friendly staff and the
facility’s cleanliness also helped
JMU stand out.
“It kind of became a gathering
place for students,” Nickel said.
“This has become one of the
places where students can really
socialize.”
Caitlin Davis, a s enior
accounting major, teaches classes at UREC and pointed out how
much she thinks the employees

care. She said the staff meets
frequently to plan ways to make
UREC more accommodating.
“I know there is one instructor
for cycle who makes playlists,”
Davis said, “and if someone
[in] her class tells her that they
enjoyed the CD, she always has
a copy of it and gives them one.”
The fitness classes aren’t
the only benefit to JMU’s
gym. Nickel stressed that
JMU has something to offer
see healthy, page A4

But Ramey said being sure didn’t
bring comfort.
“I was definitely scared,” Ramey said.
“There was no one in my high school to
turn to, and I didn’t know how my family would react.”
Ramey kept his sexuality a secret,
and said that even his freshman year
of college, which many find liberating,
didn’t settle his fear.
“I came to JMU, played straight for
a couple of years and tried dating girls,
but I knew I couldn’t fake it any longer,” he said.
Ramey started dating men secretly,
but his sneaking off several nights a
week didn’t go unnoticed by his best
friend. When questioned by her, Ramey
knew the time had come to finally let
someone in on the part of his life he’d
kept concealed for so long.
“Well, I have been sneaking out to
see someone, but it’s not a girl,” he told
her hesitantly.
“Of course she was fine with it,”
Ramey said. “It was definitely a relief,
finally saying it, but then I started feeling scared again because only one
person knew.”
The next summer, Ramey was in his
see GayMu, page A4

JMU to add more flavor to campus

>> Want more stories?

New food options set for Montpelier Hall, with expansion coming to favorites

Pick up a copy of JMU’s
student-run magazine Port & Main,
located in racks next to The Breeze.

By Alison Parker
and Jen Eyering
The Breeze

Students have frozen yogurt, milkshakes, slushies and a deli to look
forward to next year, thanks to Dining Services.
In a presentation made to SGA
members on Tuesday, Stephanie
Hoshower, Dining Services’ resident
district manager, described some of
the major changes Dining Services
will make over the next few months.
Chick-fil-A will undergo renovation
over the summer, and the finished
product will offer milkshakes and a
new seating arrangement to students.
If students don’t have time to wait
in line at Chick-fil-A for a frosty treat,
they can also go to the upcoming
F’Real frozen beverage station that
dispenses milkshakes, smoothies and
cappuccinos in Mister Chips.
“You pick your flavor, whip it in the
machine and you’re off and ready,”
Hoshower said.
Students taking classes in Montpelier Hall can also expect a few new
additions.
According to Hoshower, Dining
Services is planning to add three new
facilities to the new building: a chophouse, a deli and a to-go option.
They’re also going to add an
expanded convenience store to the
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Dining Services
gives back
Through a partnership with
Kellogg’s and the Salvation
Army, Dining Services donates
food locally to those in need.
For every pound of cereal a
student eats, Kellogg’s will
give a pound of cereal to the
Blue Ridge Area Food Bank.
Dining Services has donated 8,504 pounds of food
through the Harvest Program
Food Donation since March
2011.
This amount of food can
feed 1,809 people for a day
or a family of 4 for 1.2 years.

building, which will offer a wider variety of goods than Mister Chips.
“For North Campus, we are planning on a market for convenience
items, a tea or coffee shop,” Ritchie
said. “Our chefs will be working on
menus this year for the eat in [or]
carry out, which will offer fresh-made
pasta, pizza and a deli and will accept
punches. The other two will take Dining Dollars, FLEX, cash, etc.”
The Starbucks in Top Dog is moving to East Campus Library to both

A3

news
	Reliving the Holocaust

Jewish survivor details his
harrowing experiences.

increase the number of students
who go to ECL and to eliminate the
competition between the Top Dog
Starbucks and the one in Carrier
Library.
“We have two Starbucks very close,”
Hoshower said. “That’s not attractive
to Starbucks as a brand, so we’re relocating the Top Dog Starbucks to ECL.”
A Red Mango, a self-serve frozen
Greek yogurt bar with a variety of flavors customers can fill with toppings,
will replace the Top Dog Starbucks,
according to Angela Ritchie, marketing manager of Dining Services.
Dining Services wants to offer students something other than another
coffee place.
“We have heard from our students
that they would like a Starbucks on
East Campus since we still have Java
City in Festival, so we decided to
make that change,” Ritche said. “We
chose Red Mango to replace Starbucks in Top Dog because they have
a great product that we’re not offering
anywhere else on campus.”
Rima Janusziewicz, a junior chemistry major, is disappointed that most
of the additions are on the Bluestone
side of campus.
“It sounds like a good idea, but
I’m always on east side of campus,”
Janusziewicz said. “If they did more

&

port main
James Madison University’s Student Magazine

Now what?

The best places to go to get a
jump-start on your career.

Fashion evolution

See how trendy styles have
developed over the decades.

Summer SoundS

Narrow down which music festivals
you should head to this year.

Technical arT

An on-campus museum boasts
both art pieces and Apple products.

the
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see Dining, page A4

A5 Senior shares his not-so		
fine experiences as a gay
opinion
	Tolerant, not accepting

student on campus.
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life
	Lessons from a legend

Grammy winner Bobby
McFerrin leads master
classes and evening concert.
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Students take on
the Appalachian Trail.

sports
	Off to North Carolina

Club Tennis will compete in
the National Championship
for the first time.
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SCORPIO
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
Study and discover
a treasure. Learn
from friends who have plenty, as
they can teach you a lot.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
Watch out for
hidden surprises.
Take advantage
of excellent connections. Travel
looks good.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
Find a quiet place
to recharge your
batteries, and get into a writing
project.
PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20)
New opportunities
open up for the
future. Act today, even if it’s just
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NATION&WORLD
Santorum’s
departure
from
presidential
race leaves
future doors
open
Los Angeles Times

GETTYSBURG, Pa. — Rick
Santorum’s decision to leave
the Republican presidential
race boosted Mitt Romney ‘s
candidacy without ruining
Santorum’s career. Romney
was spared two more weeks
of struggle before he could be
crowned the presumptive nominee even as Santorum set the
stage for a future run for office.
Santorum’s announcement
Tuesday that he would suspend
his campaign effectively ended
a bruising intraparty clash
that many feared was harming
Republican’s ability to take on
President Barack Obama in the
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ACROSS
1 Loathe
ACROSS
6 Poke
into
111Great,
slang
“BlueinHawaii”
4 Take
propas one’s
14own
Rear
915
Scenic
viewhockey
Houston
14 Fifth
in NYC, e.g.
team
1516
Indian
prince
Frat letters
1617
Indian,
e.g.
*Place
for after17 [Quoted
dinner courses
19verbatim]
Banned pesticide
1820
Porterhouse
Magic show
relatives
reaction
2021
Trading
Lots center
2222
Without
__: author
pro
“Omertà”
23bono
Mystery writer
23 Chop
John Dickson __
2425
Hannibal
Smith
*Repress
27underling
Double-__:
28 Dined
puzzle type
2930
Polish
place
German
pronoun
3031
MetLife,
one
When for
many
32 Org.
concerned
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Lions are
with
the word
born
by the
32spelled
Brownish
purple
of 18-, 24-,
35starts
Certain
36-,
54- and 59commuter’s
aid
Across
39 Utter
3340
Muslim
leader
See 33-Down,
35 Popular
dollsthat
and word
36 Any
ofprecede
five
can
the
Wolverine
films
end of the
40 Jeer
answers to
43 Geraint’s
starred lady
clues
4442
Cookbook
Grinder abbr.
4743
Elite
athlete actor
Uncredited
5145
Urban
Yani skyline
Tseng’s org.
46standout
Home of Miami
53 Actress
Peeples
University
5447
Some
onlineof Leb.
Neighbor
49shoppers
Neverending
5651
Receive
*Skating
57 Talker
on a
exhibitions
perch
56 Fertile Crescent
58 Aidland
companion
5957
Pot
holder,
Musty
perhaps
58 Butter sources
6460
Reason
for rival:
American
gaping
Abbr.
65 Immunity agent
63 “__ Fine Day”:
66 Porter’s “__ the
1963 hit
Top”
64 *Delta’s aptly
67 Dastard
named monthly
68 Halos
66
Fly
the coop
69 Board game with
67anStud
exclamation
68point
Assays
in its name
69
Like
some
looks
70 Mil.
spud
duties
70 Put up
71 Sorority
DOWNletters
1 Long-grained
AsianDOWN
rice
1 River of Tuscany
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By Jack McInturff

2 “Joanie Loves
2 One
skilledco-star
in
Chachi”
talkof final
3plane
Hearer
3 Fiats
appeals
4 4Legal
hangings?
__Kosh
B’Gosh
5 5Little
bit
Comeback
6 6Pancho’s
peeper
Go to and
fro
7 7Jet
age 2011-’12
Post-op
program
drama
8TV
Maine
campus
8 Hoover
town led it for
yrs.
937Promotes
910Political
pollsters’
Immigrant’s
subj.
11targets
Excessive
1012Winter
glaze
Invasive
11 Mollusk
named
Japanese
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for
its
pair
of long
13 Prevent legally
18earlike
What ad libbers
appendages
ignore
1222Rest
Overabundance
1324Responds
Star
19 Espied
26 “My country,
21 Catch some rays
__ ...”
25 Injure severely
27 Horn, for one
26 Marceau, notably
28 Gravy thickener
27 Verve
29 Ringlet
31 Don Ho’s
33instrument
With “and” and
40-Across,
34 Sra.’s
French
emissionscounterpart
reducing
method
36 Crosses
(out)
first
word
37 A whose
student’s
GPA
(this answer) can
blemish
follow the
start of
38 Caesar’s
“I saw”
theit my
answers
39 “__
way” to
starred clues
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Tribune
Media
Services,
(c)2012
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Inc.

4034Kind
of rap
Sidle
4136Former
Burger follower
37Romanian
“Nessun dorma,”
e.g.
president
Combine,
as
4238Utter
nonsense
assetsbehind
44 Secure
41one’s
Using
(up)as
head,
44long
Fireplace
hair
powder
45 Make
a mess of
Chairbugs
on a porch
4648Really
Fake
4850Synagogue
Fan clubBaby”
4951“Rock-__
focuses
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50
Quaidlocale
and
52Actor
Towpath
53pitcher
She’s Johnson
not for you
52
54Pharm.
“What watchdog
did I do to
deserve
this?”
55 Internet
giant
with
55an
“Poison”
plant
exclamation
59point
Harangue
in its name
61According
Architectural
60
to
pier
61 “__
Song”: #1
62country
More, to
hitafor
minimalist
Taylor
Swift
64Hockey
Elle, across
62
great the
Atlanticon a ring
63 Opener
65 Bit of a snore?

Correction
In the article titled “Trayvon case a disgrace” in the April


2 issue, The Breeze incorrectly reported that Trayvon

fall. Although Romney remains
Martin was on his way home from school, but he was
a distance from the , delactually walking home from a convenience store.
egates needed to claim the
Allen said he believed that
nomination, he can now turn
the “Afghanization” of special
his full attention to combating
operations were two issues that Afghan forces were good
his general election opponent.
Afghan government wanted enough to conduct the special
Santorum emerged from the
to settle before signing a long- operations.
“I have seen them in action,”
contest far stronger than he
term strategic partnership with
Allen said. “I have seen their
entered it, having transformed
the United States.
himself from a political has“After today, only Afghan courage. I have seen their capabeen to a leader of the party’s
forces can search residential bilities and their commitment.”
But some local military
evangelical and non-estabhouses and private compounds
lishment wings. The youngest
within the framework of special commentators were skepticandidate in the field at , he
operations,” said Afghanistan’s cal, saying that handing over
left as the second-place findefense minister, Abdul Rahim responsibility for special operisher, a position from which he
Wardak. “Signing this docu- ations responsibility to Afghan
could mount a serious effort in
ment is a fundamental step troops was a mistake.
McClatchy Newspapers
“Afghan security forces are
 or .
towards strengthening Afghan
not capable of conducting the
In a poignant closing speech,
KABUL, Afghanistan — All national sovereignty.”
Santorum acknowledged the
Special forces operations night raids because they don’t
special military operations in
unlikelihood of his insurgent
Afghanistan — including night by foreign troops have been a have the required level of traincampaign winning.
raids — will be led by Afghan long-standing source of ten- ing that their international
“This race was as improbsecurity forces under a deal sion between President Hamid counterparts have,” said Gen.
able as any race that you will
signed Sunday between the Karzai and the United States. Amrullah Aman, a defense
ever see for president. I want to
United States and Afghanistan. The night raids have been par- analyst.
Sayed Farukh Shah, a
thank God for that and I want
The agreement marks what ticularly controversial, causing
to thank all of you,” said SantoGen. John R. Allen, command- serious offense in this deeply senator from Afghanistan’s
rum. “Thank all of you across
er of the U.S.-led coalition in conservative society and fre- northern Faryab province,
this country for what you have
Afghanistan, called “the sec- quently resulting in civilian said night raids were an effective tool for fighting insurgents,
given. And we have tried to be a
ond major milestone in Afghan casualties.
witness not just for your stories
Sunday’s agreement says “but the operators have to be
sovereignty.”
and your voice, but to provide a
The transfer of responsi- Afghan special forces units trained to conduct them proppositive and hopeful vision,
not
bility Cooking
for the Bagram prison will lead operations with the erly, or they will endanger
Down-Home
innocent lives.”
a negative campaign.”
north of Kabul last month and support of U.S. forces.

Afghan forces
to lead special
operations
under
agreement
with U.S.
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Growing
up with
genocide
Brian Prescott / The Breeze

Mark Strauss spoke on Monday about his experience in Germany during World War II to about 50 people. Nearly 85,000 out of 100,000 Jews were killed in his town of Lemberg.

A Jewish man who lived through the Holocaust shares his experience of witnessing death and starvation
By Elizabeth Dsurney
The Breeze

Mark Strauss knows the smell of death.
“The smell of death is horrible,” Strauss
said to a crowd of about 50 people on
Monday. “When someone dies and let’s
go of their bowel, that’s the horrendous
stench of death.”
Strauss, a Jewish Holocaust survivor,
smelled death for the first time when
he watched a Nazi solider beat a man to
death.
JMU Hillel, a Jewish-based campus
organization, invited Strauss to speak.
When the Nazi army invaded his town
in 1941, Strauss was impressed most by the
soldiers’ morale, how happy they looked.
He had no idea that a mass murder was
on the horizon.
Out of the 100,000 Jewish people in his
town of Lemberg, nearly 85,000 were killed
within the first year of the war before any

concentration camps existed.
Strauss explained how minorities and
those whom the Nazis hated were starved,
overworked, beaten, shot and gassed to
death.
“They were made fun of, shot and fell
into a ravine,” Strauss said. “If they survived being shot, they bled to death or
suffocated from other bodies piling on
top of them.”
Strauss witnessed everyone in his
extended family die, until all he had left
was his father and mother. He and his parents were forced to live in a ghetto.
He said his father was told break rocks.
When his father went to work, Strauss
and his mother would sit in a hole for eight
to 10 hours to hide, fearful of Nazi soldiers
taking them to concentration camps.
“You can imagine: If my Mother wants
to relieve herself, she can’t go out and
must sit in the soiled dirt,” Strauss said.
“I had to relieve myself on top of my own

mother. Now if that isn’t sick, you tell me,
what is sick? Life was horrible.”
Strauss’ “angel,” a Polish-Catholic
woman who smuggled him out of the ghetto, brought him to her home in Poland.
His parents were left in the ghetto. He
stayed in her attic until he was 14, rarely
venturing outside. Food was still scarce.
The Soviets freed Strauss in 1944 by
breaking through into the town and liberating the town from Nazi troops.
“The Soviets came into my town, and
I knew I didn’t have to hide anymore,”
Strauss said.
It took him four months to regain his
strength to walk because he was weak
from starvation and lack of physical
activity.
“This bag of bones couldn’t stand on
its own power,” Strauss said. “I was at
first carried, then I was able to walk with
crutches, then became some short walks,
always mindful of some place to hold

onto in case I fell.”
Strauss’ mother and father also
escaped. He said that at the end of World
War II, he and his parents emigrated to
Newark, NJ.
Strauss, also a painter, has published two books: “Four Plus Five” and
“Crumbs.” His work can be seen in the
Holocaust Museum, The Edinburg Gallery and the Air & Space Museum.
Adam Rosenberg, a sophomore international affairs major, invited Strauss on
as part of Hillel’s ongoing mission to raise
awareness about the Holocaust.
“You learn about the Holocaust in history class, but hearing someone first hand
is just a different experience,” Rosenberg
said.
Renna Wirchin found that Strauss’
presentation allowed her to see the
Holocaust in a new perspective.
see Holocaust, page A4

A permanent impact
Award recipients honored for spirit, dedication to make a difference at JMU

By Kelsey Nunn
The Breeze

Omicron Delta Kappa believes
leadership should be something set
in stone.
Nearly 40 friends, family and faculty surrounded the commons stage on
Tuesday afternoon to honor some of
the most spirited leaders on campus.
ODK, the national leadership honor
fraternity, presented the “All Together
One” award to five people, giving them
pins and certificates and engraving
their names on a stone for embodying JMU’s “Be the Change” mission.
In 1999, President Linwood Rose
described JMU as an “All Together
One” community, which eventually
inspired the award ceremony beginning in 2000.
Amanda Michetti, co-chair of ODK,
said she received several creative
nominations from people at JMU. A
committee within the organization
then met to choose President Rose,
Carroll Ward, Geary Cox, Lisa Ellison
and Gilbert Welsford as this year’s
honorees.
“I think I have purple blood in my
system,” said Carroll Ward, a nursing
professor and award recipient, in her
speech. “I’m speechless, and my students will tell you that never happens.”
Ward said the most valuable thing
she has to offer is her time, and she has
given a lot of it to advising freshmen,
taking nursing students to hospitals or
nursing homes to practice their skills
and accompanying students on Alternative Spring Break trips.
She added that she’s always happy
to jump in where the university needs
her, and that has allowed her a valuable experience over the years.
Geary Cox, project manager for the
Center for International Stabilization
and Recovery, just returned back from
southern Sudan.
Cox started work as a student assistant in CISR and became an official
staff member when he graduated
with a master’s degree in 2008. He
has worked extensively to promote
and improve projects focused on

in brief
Harrisonburg

Breeze finalist for
online award

Breezejmu.org, The Breeze’s
website, is one of 12 finalists for a
National Online Pacemaker award
from the Associated Collegiate
Press.
The Breeze competed against
other schools with 10,001-20,000
students. Other finalists in this
category include Yale and Duke
University.
Winners will be announced at a
national convention in November.

Virginia

Valley unemployment
rates still high

Katie gong / Contributing Photographer

The Omicron Delta Kappa honor fraternity presented Gilbert Welsford, a senior management major and co-founder of Club
Gilty, with the “All Togther One” award, which recognizes students, faculty and staff who embody the JMU spirit.

landmine action and effective management of post-conflict areas like
Sudan.
“I think one of the great things is
that when people think of JMU internationally, a lot of times they think
of our office,” Cox said in his speech.
Cox said he enjoyed conducting
the management course here. The
office shows senior managers the
“Madison experience.”
Lisa Ellison, third-year graduate
student in the Clinical Mental Health
Counseling program, also embodies
the Duke Dog spirit and received
the award for her dedication to her
program.
“I really loved the philosophy of
our program here,” Ellison said in her
speech. “It really spoke to me and my
values, and that’s why I’m here.”
Ellison lost her brother to suicide
and has since been committed to suicide prevention. She’s planning the
second “Out of the Darkness” walk,

scheduled for April 22.
She was told she would receive the
All Together One Award in a graduate
assistant meeting with the director of
the Clinical Mental Health Counseling program.

“I think I have purple
blood in my system.
I’m speechless, and my
students will tell you
that never happens.”
Carroll Ward

Nursing professor, honoree

“I walk out of his office and there
is this huge circle of people and this
woman with flowers and my husband
was there, and it was just so touching
and such a shock,” Ellison said.
Gilber t Welsford, a s enior

management major, said he was
stunned as he was greeted with balloons in a Student Advisory Council
meeting.
He’s been busy applying his business skills ever since he arrived at
JMU, co-founding Club GILTY his
sophomore year as a safe, sober
dance club in Transitions in Warren
for students.
Welsford is also a student facilitator for a one-credit JMU Teach class
about entrepreneurship.
“I wish the student body as a whole
could receive this award because
there’s so many people that have
helped me do the things people give
me credit for doing,” Welsford said
in his speech. “I’m very humbled to
be put on a stone. I’ve never been
really recognized for something like
that, so it’s really touching to me.”
Contact Kelsey Nunn at
nunnkm@dukes.jmu.edu.

Unemployment rates for the
majority of the Shenandoah
Valley rose to 6.5 percent in
February, according to the Virginia
Employment Commission.
The state’s overall unemployment
rate is at its lowest level since
January 2009 at 5.7 percent, but the
Valley’s rate is still on the rise.
Shenandoah, Rockingham and
Augusta Counties and the cities
of Harrisonburg, Staunton and
Waynesboro all slightly increased by
one-tenths of a percent.
The Workforce Job Center
predicts the unemployment rate will
lower within the next few months,
according to WHSV.

McDonnell continues
support for Romney

Gov. Bob McDonnell appeared
on”CBS This Morning,” saying that
support in Virginia for Republican
presidential candidate Mitt Romney
will boost now that Rick Santorum
resigned from the race, according to
the Richmond Times-Dispatch.
McDonnell said Virginia is
expected to be a swing state in 2012
as it was in 2008, when President
Barack Obama was the first
Democrat to win the state’s electoral
votes since President Lyndon B.
Johnson in 1964.
The governor has endorsed
Romney’s campaign and has been
mentioned as a potential vice
president, but McDonnell said he’s
not looking for the position.
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Holocaust | ‘Captivated’

Healthy | Dining buys local

from page A3

from front

“He gave us lots of great
insight and truth to the stories
about the Holocaust that we
hear,” said Wirchin, a sophomore social work major. “It
was incredible to hear from a

survivor. I was captivated by his
strength and courage.”
The presentation also
resonated personally with
Rosenberg.
“Seeing Mr. Strauss in person and then having him
talk about all of the suffering

he went through makes
you feel sad and angry that
man could treat another
man with that level of hate.”
Contact Elizabeth
Dsurney at dsurneeg@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Dining | Students excited about
different options added to campus
from front

stuff here, I’d probably be
more excited.”
Yet not all students share
this indifferent attitude.
Lizzie Rogers, a sophomore

German and WRTC double
major, is looking forward
to new and different dining
options.
“The frozen yogurt place
sounds awesome,”Rogers said.
“We have a lot of coffee places,

but we don’t have as many
options like that on campus.”
Contact Alison Parker
and Jen Eyring at
breezenews@gmail.com.

every student.
“This is supposed to be
every student’s home,” Nickel said, “not just folks who like
group fitness classes or want
to swim in the pool.”
Michelle Cavoto, a campus
dietitian, works closely with
Dining Services and believes
its resources for students
deserves the ranking.
“I think the biggest thing
that Dining Services does is
providing as many options as
possible for students,” Cavoto
said.
Cavoto added that Dining
Services always cooks on site,
so the food doesn’t sit for long
periods of time or become
overcooked.
“Dining Services also buys
local,” Cavoto said. “They

get tomatoes from the next
county, not all the way from
California.”
JMU ’s health ranking
also involves the University Health Center services.
Stephen Rodgers, medical
director of the UHC, said
the health center saw nearly
31,000 visitors last year and
expects the same number
this year.
He added that the UHC
works with its branches, Student Wellness and Outreach
and Substance Abuse and
Prevention to educate students about maintaining their
health while at school.
“General health is related
to A: genetics, B: lifestyle of
diet, physical activity [and] C:
hygiene,” Rodgers said. “JMU
students must be on the positive end of the bell curve on

these factors.”
Meghan Melina, a sophomore kinesiology major,
also thinks JMU’s spot is well
deserved.
“I think the dining halls do
really well with portion control and not serving a lot of
fried, unhealthy food,” Melina
said. “The health center also
does a good job of advertising
safe decisions.”
When Melina came to JMU,
she immediately became
more aware of the food she
ate and her exercise habits.
“Students go out of their
way here to go to UREC,”
Melina said. “We have an
extremely active campus.”
Contact Kelsey
Beckett at becketka@
dukes.jmu.edu.

Gaymu | ‘My mom...said I wasn’t welcome back home anymore’
from front

first relationship, which he hid
from his parents. He would
make up stories about why he
was sneaking out or running
out of the house to talk on the
phone. He didn’t want them
to know that it was because
he was secretly dating another
man.
Ramey said the secrecy
eventually took its toll.
At dinner one night, before
meeting his boyfriend at the
movies, he finally told his parents that he was going on a
date.
“My mom was super curious
about it, wanting to know who
it was, how long we’d known
each other and if we were official,” Ramey said.
Then he dropped the bomb.
“I just laid it out there and
said, ‘I’m actually going on a
date with a guy. I’m gay.’ ”
Silence. The only sound
Ramey could hear was his racing heart.
“After what felt like hours,
they just asked me if I was
sure,” Ramey said. “When I
told them I was, my mom said,
‘But you’ve always had so many
friends that are girls!’”
“Yes, mom,” he said, “I’ve
had friends that are girls, not

girlfriends.”
After the shock wore off, his
parents were completely fine
with his sexuality. They told
him they loved him no matter
what.
Gemma Hobbs, a 22-yearold dietetics graduate, came
out of the closet to her family
two years ago, but it didn’t go
quite as smoothly.
Hobbs discovered she was a
lesbian the summer after she
graduated high school and
entered her first relationship
— with a girl.
“It just kind of happened,”
Hobbs said. “I didn’t set out to
fall in love with a girl, but one
day it was just like, BAM, and I
knew I was a lesbian.”
At first she tried to pass off
her relationship as just a friendship to her parents, but during
the winter break of her freshman year at JMU, she knew she
had to come clean.
“I was really scared and
sweating, but I knew it had
to be put out there,” she said.
“So, I just sat them down and
told them the truth about my
relationship.”
Hobbs was met with a tense
silence.
“My mom was really confused,” Hobbs said. “She asked
me, ‘If you’ve never been with

a guy, then how do you know?’”
When Hobbs couldn’t
respond, her upset parents left
the room and didn’t bring it up
again for quite some time.
When Hobbs returned to
JMU, she got an upsetting
phone call from her father.
“My dad told me that I
was putting a lot of strain on
the family and no one would
accept me,” she said.
For the next couple of years,
it was never discussed again.
That changed when her
mom had a serious medical
condition. She later recovered,
gaining a new perspective in
the process.
“I think that incident really
put things in perspective for
my family,” Hobbs said. “They
realized what was important,
that my sexuality didn’t matter. They suddenly wanted to
be involved in my life.”
Now they’re eager to know
who she’s dating, and Hobbs is
eager to share.
“Even before I came out to
them, I was never particularly
close to my parents, but now
we’re closer than ever,” Hobbs
said. “I couldn’t be happier
now.”
Sarah Harms, a senior kinesiology major, didn’t come out
on her own terms.

During high school, she met
her current girlfriend, Rachel.
At the time, Rachel was new to
the area and didn’t have many
friends.
“My mom worked at the
school and told me I should
start talking to Rachel and get
to know her,” Harms said.
So she did. But that quickly
led to more than a friendship.
“We just kind of clicked and
became a couple,” Harms said.
Harms kept the relationship
a secret from her family, but
Rachel, who has extremely liberal parents, was open about it.
Rachel’s mom also worked at
the school, and in a conversation with Harms’ mom, brought
up the relationship.
That moment changed
everything.
“On the way to school the
next day, my mom started yelling at me and said, ‘I told you to
become a friend to Rachel, not
to fall in love with her,’” Harms
said.
Harms came home one day
to find herself locked out of the
house.
“My mom looked at me
through the window and said
I wasn’t welcome back home
anymore,” Harms said. “I’ve
never felt more alone or so hurt
in my life. My own mom turned

her back on me.”
Harms stayed with a friend
that night until things cooled
off the next day.
Things seemed to be fine for
a while, her mom didn’t ask
and Harms didn’t tell.
That changed when Harms
got an unexpected email from
her mom last February.
“I opened it and it simply
asked what the deal was with
me and Rachel,” Harms said.
“I responded and said we were
dating, thinking that maybe
time had healed this wound
between us.”
Harms soon realized she
couldn’t have been more
wrong.
“I got a reply right away that
basically told me that I have to
choose between Rachel and
my family,” Harms said. “She
called me disgusting and said
to let her know when I’ve made
up my mind.”
They haven’t spoken since.
“I don’t know what to do,”
Harms said. “I’m not going to
end my relationship with my
girlfriend, but at the same time,
I’m not going to be the one to
end things with my family. If
my mom does it for me, then
that’s on her.”
JMU has resources to help
students facing the big question

of their sexuality.
Shelby Wiltz, a sophomore
justice studies major, is a volunteer at the LGBT and Ally
Education Program, located in
Montpelier Hall. She encourages students who need help
with coming out to take advantage of their services for gay
youth.
“We can definitely refer
them to qualified counselors
at Student Wellness and Outreach,” Wiltz said. “We also
have a library full of resources
that deal with the process of
coming out.”
GayMU week also hosted a
“Day of Silence” today to raise
awareness of those who question their sexual orientation.
GLBT and Ally Education program are having an open house
to raise awareness of resources
available to students.
“We have a lot of different
resources, depending on what
a person may need,” Wiltz said.
“We get a lot of students who
aren’t ready to come out, but
just want to be in the space
and think about how they
want to navigate their own
coming out experience, and
we’re here to support that.”
Contact Camden Layell
at layellcj@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Chris booth | guest columnist

Seeking safety and equality
First-hand account reveals JMU acceptance level isn’t as high as perceived
Faggot. That’s what they called
me. After a verbal argument
between a marine, an army soldier and me, that’s what word was
thrown right in my face. A couple of
seconds later, I had my arms pinned
to the apartment siding while my
face was repeatedly punched. Luckily, the CT scan at the emergency
room didn’t show any major physical damage to my skull or cartilage.
There was a possibility of a concussion, but I think I’ve recovered from
that.
I’m a JMU senior, and I graduate in three weeks. I’m also gay.
Like most soon-to-be grads, I am
scared of entering real life. Finding
a job, getting a place to live, making enough money to eat, etc. But
I might have more fears than you.
Probably unlike you, I have to enter
a world where a fundamental part
of my being is hated by many. It’s
so wrong that people will become
violent against me to show me it’s
wrong.
It’s still incredible to see how different the world is outside of the
safe college bubble. I’m relieved
to say that the marine and the soldier I fought with two weeks ago
weren’t affiliated with JMU. But it’s
still such a shock to see that outside
of my apartment, the world isn’t
always safe. Even if that “outside” is
just a couple of feet away from my
room, where drops of my blood have

I wish I could say that
JMU is an accepting
and caring place where
I feel safe about my
sexuality. But it’s not.
stained the concrete.
I wish I could say that JMU is an
accepting and caring place where
I feel safe about my sexuality. But
it’s not. At best, JMU is tolerant. The
majority of JMU thinks people like
me are tolerable, as in they have to
put up with us. That’s not what a college atmosphere should be. College
should be a place where new ideas
are examined and people form their
own opinions and acceptances of
others. College should be a place
where parents can send their children out of their home, but still
know that they’re safe and protected. College should be a place
where students can finally realize
the person they truly are and not
have to shy out of situations in fear.
I’m sorry to say, JMU is not that
environment.
During this year’s GayMU week,
I want to share my story about my
trip to the ER. I want to tell the JMU
community that the world isn’t
always nice. But there are some

people to whom it’s much less nice
to than others. I want the JMU community to change, and I hope that
this week during GayMU, you consider how you can help. Bring up a
conversation with your friends or
family about gay and other sexualities and get their opinions. Make a
point to stop a conversation when
someone says “faggot” or “that’s so
gay.”
Maybe even visit Madison Equality and learn how to be an “ally.” But
try and put yourself in our shoes. See
if you can understand our struggles,
or experience our community, or
see the hatred that we know exists,
and think about what you can do to
treat us as equals. Because we are.
And don’t do it just because you
want to seem progressive. Do it for
the closeted friend you have who
has no one to talk to, or your roommate who has no one to hang out
with, or your unborn kids who don’t
know if their parents will still love
them after coming out.
I am far along in my comingout process, but there are many
out there who aren’t. And I want to
ask the JMU community for help to
show them that, at least here, they
are safe and loved.

Sandy jolles | a dose of honesty

Slow down, relax

Chris Booth is a senior
media arts and design
major. Contact Chris at
boothcb@dukes.jmu.edu.

Savannah Fersner | guest columnist

April fools gone wrong

Boston University newspaper prank is ‘incredibly ignorant and thoughtless’
Satire is a word that brings Jonathan Swift’s A Modest Proposal or
faux news sites like The Onion and
shows like “The Colbert Report,” to
mind. Generally, satire provides a
harmless and funny means of poking fun at people or government.
On April 1, students at Boston
University published a satirical edition of their independent student
newspaper, The Daily Free Press.
Each article had a Disney theme
that included characters such as
Aladdin, Cinderella, Donald Duck,
Pocahontas and Snow White and
the Seven Dwarves. It certainly
sounds like it has the potential to
be funny. But, upon closer inspection, the actual subject matter of
the stories reveals that the satire
isn’t funny and in reality, is actually very offensive.
Take for example the front-page
article that bears the headline
“BROken Egos: BU fraternity suspended for assaulting female
student.” The fictitious BRO fraternity offenders are described as
“seven frat dwarves” and the victim is then described as the “fairest
of them all” — an obvious reference
to Snow White.
But the article is about a gang

DARTS

rape. Or consider another frontpage story describing Alice in
Wonderland having a bad trip
on acid that was supplied by fraternity brothers. Funny? I think
not.
Making light of such a serious
subject matter portrays student
writers at The Daily Free Press as
incredibly ignorant and thoughtless. It would be atrocious to publish
something like that anywhere, but
it’s made worse by the fact that BU
has had an unusually high number
of reports of sexual assault for the
current academic year.
According to boston.com’s news
server, there have been three Peeping Tom incidents, three accounts
of groping and five reports of rape
— including two cases involving the
members of the school’s ice hockey
team. I can’t imagine how the victims at BU must have felt when they
saw this article.
The paper had even recently covered a Take Back the Night
event on BU’s campus. What sort
of message was The Free Press trying to send? Why would it choose to
publish something that could only
perpetuate stereotypes and rape
culture on a campus that needs the

opposite?
The day that the paper was
released was also the same day that
admitted students were supposed to
be visiting BU’s campus for the first
time since being accepted.
It’s a negative publicity nightmare for BU officials who can’t do
much about it because Free Press
is an organization independent of
the university.
The Board of Directors of the
newspaper has taken action, asking
Free Press editor-in-chief Chelsea
Diana to resign, which she agreed
to.
On April 2, the day after the offensive satire was published, The Daily
Free Press website featured a letter
of apology penned by Diana.
Diana seems to regret her egregious error, saying “Simply put, we
should have exercised caution. Our
decisions were juvenile and insensitive. We deeply regret our heartless
behavior and did not mean to personally offend anyone.”
I think it’s too late, don’t you?
Savannah Fersner is a
junior English major.
Contact Savnnah at
fersnesm@dukes.jmu.edu.

PATS

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

A “we-couldn’t-run-thisplace-without-you” pat to all of
the wonderful student employees
of Carrier Library!
From your supervisors who
know how hard you work all
semester and appreciate everything
you do to make our jobs easier.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “protect-and-serve-meNOT” dart to the JMU police car
that ran the stop sign outside of
Festival.
From a cautious pedestrian who
would like to be able to WALK
across the stage May 5.
A “how-could-you-tell?” pat to
the sandwich lady at Festival for
giving me an extra pickle.
From a hungry, hungry student.
A “thank-you-so-much” pat to

Editorial
Policies

The Breeze
MSC 6805 G1
Anthony-Seeger Hall
Harrisonburg, VA 22807
breezeopinion@gmail.com

the JMU student for finding
my debit card at CVS.
From a JMU staff member who
wouln’t know what to do without
you and is eternally grateful.
A “step-away-from-themirror” dart to my roommate
who has a hard timedoing things
for others and noticing the things
we do for her.
From your roommates who wish
you would notice the hard workwe
do and that we are busy which why
you never see us.

A “what-the-frat?” dart to
Fraternity and Sorority Life for
rediculously charging me to
participate in Greek Week
From a Greek life member that is
willing to pay $500 for my friends,
not $503.
A “Santa?!-I-KNOW-HIM!!” pat
to the creators of the successful
‘S**t JMU fans never say’ YouTube
video.
From bragging neighbors who
could not be more proud to know
you all.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.
The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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College should be a time for exploration,
finding yourself and having fun

Freshmen: think back to your first
day of high school. Eager young freshmen as we were, teachers drilled in
our minds
the challenges of college.
I hadn’t had a
day under my
belt without
hearing at least
one teacher
exclaim the
rigors we each
would face in
college. Though it was four years away,
people seemed to have the notion that
our journey to high school ended as
quickly as it began.
In college, we see this process
occurring all over again. The professors urging us countless times that
the real world is around the corner.
Well, I’m seeing scores of internships
and opportunities that should really
occupy our attention. Do I see stressors of the real world beckoning at my
door? No.
College, in the eyes of many, is the
shortest four years we’ll experience.
We’ll ride the roller coaster of major
classes, social gatherings and events
that could only be inspired by a college campus. Enjoying each second of
our bubble may be the recipe to alleviate the pounds and pounds of stress
heaped upon us every day.
No doubt, the real world is closer
than we might expect. I’m not saying
there shouldn’t be a thought directed
as to how you’ll handle the it. But when
I see college freshmen already cycling
through the panic surrounding the
post-college real world, I say there’s a
problem.
Freshmen, look around you. The
beautiful dome of Harrisonburg awaits
you during the school year.
The real world is always accessible, but when else can you inhabit a

A “that’s-hot!” dart to the
inconsiderate students who
carelessly tossed their cigarette
butts on me.
From the mulch outside of
Wilson.
A “pencil-pals” pat to the
princess who promptly provided
me with a pencil on the third floor
of Carrier last week.
From the dumb kid who forgot to
bring a writing utensil to the library.
A “why-would-you-do-thatto-me?” dart to Festival for
making the Passover meal more
than a punch even though it’s less
food than a standard meal from
Eats.
From a Jew who hates matzah
but still tries their best to keep
kosher but apparently doesn’t have
the Dining Dollars to afford it.

place that encourages such freedom
and liberation? Neither of my parents
had basked in the freedom of college.
Instead, people had gotten the better
of them and they worried incessantly
over the real-world rigors.
Similarly, I stayed so fixated on the
prospect of college that hours and
hours of high school were almost
sucked away for me. I don’t know
about you, but I’m not about to have
a repeat experience.

Enjoying each second
of our bubble may be
the recipe to alleviate
the pounds and pounds
of stress heaped
upon us every day.
Ask most people and they will say
they’d like to live out their college
years once more. People we’re living those years. We’re in that highly
coveted period of our lives where
experimentation and enjoyment of
friends and peers should be on our
agenda.
Let’s enjoy every second of our
summer and the years to come.
That way, once we do set foot outside of the JMU bubble, we will have
spent each second of our four years
meaningfully.
Whether we stay up late with an 8
a.m. rolling around the corner, join a
crazy club or attend that future Passion Pit concert, let’s all do ourselves
a favor and relax.
Sandy Jolles is a freshman
media arts and design
major. Contact Sandy at
jollessn@dukes.jmu.edu.

A “peanut-butter-pie” pat to the
Prince Charming who gave us his
slice of pie when D-Hall ran out on
Senior Night.
From two girls who just wanted
to om nom nom their favorite
dessert one last time.
A “you-made-my-day” pat, to
the young Duke touring in Festival
cheering ‘J-M-U Duuuuukes’
happily to every student he passed.
From a graduating senior who
after four years still shares the same
JMU love.
A “don’t-strain-yourself” dart
to the girl who didn’t let me know
that my phone had fallen under
her chair.
From the girl next to you who
was wondering why you kept
looking down until you walked
away.

“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason
and humanity over error and oppression.”
— james madison, 1800
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2 Bedrooms:
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STILL AVAILABLE for the
2012-2013 SCHOOL YEAR

$650/mo. - CONDO - 1360-D Hunters Road
HUGE bedrooms! Furnished! Walk to JMU!
$650/mo. - APARTMENT - Madison Manor

2 Full Bathrooms, Working Fireplace, Pool on Site, Furnished!

$700/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - 267 S. Liberty Street

3 Bedrooms:

Central Heat/AC, Just across from the Farmers Market, Walk
Downtown! Water included!

RENTED

$750/mo. - DUPLEX - 2072 Annandale Court
$1200/mo. - DUPLEX - 2173 and 2175 Sour Cherry Ct.
FREE Guest Room with Full Bathroom! New in 2011, Close to
Charleston Townes and Copper Beech without the Traffic!

$975/mo. - APARTMENT - 501-C South High Street
Walk to Memorial Hall and Greenberry’s! Off-Street Parking!

$1350/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - 1330 Devon Lane
3 Full Bathrooms, Walk to JMU, Off-Street Parking,
3 Finished Levels!

$750/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - 1312 Bradley Dr. (Hunters Ridge)
End Unit, 2 Full Bathrooms, Open Floor Plan. Walk to JMU!

$1050/mo. - APARTMENTS - 91-97 Franklin Street
Walk to JMU Campus or to Downtown Harrisonburg! Central Heat/
AC, Hardwood Floors, Large Rooms! Water and Internet Included!

$1035/mo. - HOUSE - 65 West Fairview St.
Down the Street from Buffalo Wild Wings and the Quad!
Large backyard!

RENTED
RENTED
RENTED

$900/mo. - HOUSE - 165 Ohio Avenue

Full unfinished basement! Hardwood floors, large bedrooms,
and big backyard! Walk to Greenberry’s or Memorial Hall!

$900/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - 135 South Avenue
Full finished basement, fireplace, fenced backyard!

$1200/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - 2314 Wishing Well Court
Open floor plan, 1-car garage, all appliances! Close to
Charleston Townes and Copper Beech without the traffic!

Large Open Floor Plan, 2 Full Bathrooms, Fenced Backyard,
Sun Porch, Secluded Dead-end street, Minutes from JMU!

$750/mo. - DUPLEX - 272 West Bruce Street
(TOTALLY REMODLED IN 2011)
With tile, Granite Countertops, New Appliances, Washer/Dryer,
and Central Heat/AC! Walk Downtown or the JMU Campus!

$500/mo. - APARTMENT - JMs Apartments
Walk to Memorial Hall and to Downtown Harrisonburg!
Only $250/person/month!

5+ Bedrooms:
$1375/mo. - HOUSE - 308 Old South High Street
Large Back Deck, Walk to Memorial Hall, Washer/Dryer

4 Bedrooms:
$1400/mo. - APARTMENT - Westport Village
3 Full Bathrooms, Walk to JMU, Fully Furnished, Water Included!

$800/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - Hunters Ridge
2 Full Bathrooms, Furnished, 2 Balconies, Walk to JMU!

$1500/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - 1426 Devon Lane (FoxHills)
2 Full Bathrooms, Furnished, 2 Living Rooms! Walk to JMU!
$1050/mo. - TOWNHOUSE - 761 Northfield Court
Full Finished Basement, Washer/Dryer, Lots of Space!

1 Bedroom:
$400-$525/mo. - APARTMENT - 437-G & 437-E South
Mason Street (The Deck House)
2 Blocks from JMU on South Mason Street, Water and Internet
Included, Each Apartment has Private Deck!

$525/mo. - APARTMENT - 465 #3 & #4 South Mason St
Large 1 Bedroom Apartment 2 Blocks from JMU on Mason Street.
Utilities Spilt 10 ways (cheap), Off-Street Parking, Washer/Dryer!

$550/mo. - APARTMENT - Westport Village
ONLY 2 LEFT! Furnished, Central Heat/AC, Walk to JMU
Campus from just off Devon Lane! Water Included!

$475/mo. - STUDIO APARTMENTS - The Denton Center
Right on Court Square! Walk to your Favorite Restaurants
and the JMU Campus! Elevator Service, Secured Entry, Bike
Storage, and Parking Available!

$550/mo. - APARTMENT - Hillmont Circle
Recently built apartment complex near ISAT Campus!
Upperclassmen and Graduate Students Only! All Appliances,
Washer/Dryer in each Apartment, Plenty of Parking!

$395-$425/mo. - APARTMENT - Lewis Street
Just across from the Farmers Market Pavilion Downtown, Walk to
Campus (including Memorial Hall), Large Kitchen, Laundry On-Site!

Rooms Available:
$450/mo. - CONDO - Campus View
Recently Built 4 Bedroom, 4 Bedroom Condo Unit on First Floor!
Rent a room in a Fully Furnished, Fully Equipped Apartment and
Share Living Room and Kitchen! Close to ISAT Campus!
ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED!
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Chris Justis | justice is served

Primary pains

Gingrich’s continued presence in race only hurting GOP chances
With Tuesday’s news that
Rick Santorum is dropping out
of the GOP primary presidential race,
Mitt
Romney
may just
coast
into the
position of
Republican
nominee. What’s strange is
that Newt Gingrich is still
campaigning.
Gingrich’s campaign finances have fallen so low that he’s
even bouncing a $500 check
that he had to pay to file for
the Utah primary race, according to the Salt Lake Tribune. It’s
bizarre that he’s still running
with no finances and virtually
no chance to win. According
to Politico, he was at 6 percent
in the latest Indiana poll, when
Santorum was even in the lead
at 27 percent.
This news comes with the
interesting dilemma about
how, after relentless Romney-bashing, Santorum and
Gingrich will rally behind the
Republican representative to
face Obama in the fall. The
same thing happened four
years ago when Hillary Clinton
and Obama went head-to-head

and Clinton dropped out and
backed Obama after aggressive
negative campaigning. This is
one of the many issues I have
with the current primary system in general.

It’s bizarre that
he’s still running
with no finances
and virtually no
chance to win.
The primaries force candidates to stray further from the
middle on the political scale
in order to receive the nomination, especially in closed
primaries where only one party
can vote. Many average voters
don’t even vote in primaries,
and the majority of people who
do are either very involved in
politics or very strong in their
right or left wing ideas. This
could be the reason the Republican Party has strayed further
right in the past few years.
Open primaries, though, are
an even worse idea because
the opposing party can come
out and wreck the true candidates. It allows them to elect
the weakest candidate to put
up against their own. This

happened a few years ago to
the Democratic Party in South
Carolina, when a nobody
named Alvin Greene; who
lived in his parents’ basement
and had outstanding criminal
charges, was put up against the
Republican congressman.
The political process in
itself is faulty. Santorum is a
wildly right-wing fundamental Christian candidate that
focused mostly on religious
and social ideas. Gingrich once
said “English was the language
of prosperity and not the language of the ghetto,” wanting to
invest in a space-moon colony.
And these are candidates that
were at one point frontrunners
— not to mention the eccentricities of the Rick Perrys and
Herman Cains of the world.
Romney, who everyone else
was pretty much forced to rally
behind, is no strong conservative candidate for moderates or
republicans to get behind. For
the GOP, it was pretty much a
race against itself to find the
candidate that would scare the
public into voting for Obama
again.
Chris Justis is a
junior public policy &
administration major.
Contact Chris at
justisjc@dukes.jmu.edu.
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HARRISONBURG

SELF STORAGE

SUMMER
STORAGE
SPECIALS!

Pay For May, June & July —
Get August FREE !
Climate Controlled Units

Close To JMU
Just Past Valley Mall On Right

2557 East Market Street

(540) 432-9657

harrisonburgss@highspeedlink.net
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CREATIVE FLOW
JMU Jazz Ensemble performs with Bobby McFerrin
By ALICIA HESSE
The Breeze

Strumming his chest like a guitar,
drumming on his thighs and playing the
microphone like a flute, Bobby McFerrin
closes his eyes to find his creative flow.
JMU Jazz Ensemble, JMU Faculty Jazz Sextet and the Madison Singers joined McFerrin
to perform briefly rehearsed songs and join
in with the improvisations for the Bobby
McFerrin Encore Event held at the Forbes
Center for the Performing Arts on Monday
night.
“It was the most transcendent concert
experience I’ve ever had,” said Michael Huffman, lead trumpet player and a fifth-year
senior music major. “My heart was beating
a million miles an hour.”
McFerrin, a -time Grammy winner, simulates instrument sounds with his voice and
creates new rhythms on the spot — all with
a humble stage presence.
“His sound is unique beyond imagination,” said Andrew Weed, a freshman music
major at Monday’s concert. “His voice mimics various instruments rather than just a
voice. He was making a lot of flute noises,
trumpet noises and definitely a lot of bass
noises.”
Chuck Dotas, JMU Jazz Ensemble director, has been trying to get McFerrin to come
to JMU for four years. Dotas spent months
rehearsing McFerrin’s “He Ran to the Train”
and “Wailers” with his ensemble.
Members of the Jazz Ensemble spent time
with McFerrin before the concert at a sound
check session.
“He doesn’t have that whole ‘high-andmighty’ attitude that some performers get,”
Huffman said. “He’s really down-to-earth
and cares about the music and doesn’t care
about the separation between performer
and audience.”
McFerrin also included the audience in
his performance, motioning for a part of the
room to make a simple beat or pick up a line
in a song. At times, the audience would be
in two-part harmony while McFerrin intertwined layers and sound with his vocals.
“He likes to show up and not know what’s
going to happen with the audience,” Dotas
said. “He says that music allows you to find
out what’s inside of your soul, so he likes to
work with the audience spontaneously.”
McFerrin also performs a range of genres,
with everything fromclassical to pop, jazz to
R&B and a mix of world-beats.
“It was great to give them a chance to perform with one of the world’s greatest singers,”
Dotas said.
McFerrin invited audience members to
join him on stage for an expressive improv.
He partnered with singers and dancers
individually, showing the development of a
creative flow.
“He’s literally the most engaging person
I’ve ever sung with in my life,” said Addison

McFerrin leads master class on musical improv

Balser, a junior music major who volunteered to go on stage. “Sitting beside him
and staring into his eyes was both exciting
and intimidating.”
Volunteer vocalists willing to freestyle with
McFerrin started with a playful improv. Some
sang while McFerrin provided vocal beats.
“I learned that in improv, you have to keep
going,” Balser said. “Even if you mess up, you
have to keep moving on.”
Whether a raspy falsetto or a
deep staccato, McFerrin showed his vocal
range, his soul
and lighthearted
nature.
“The biggest thing I got
from it was the
sense of love
that Bobby has
for the music,”
Huffman said.
“A lot of the time,
you focus too much
on your personal abilities and staying
in the

By JACK KNETEMANN
The Breeze

Bobby McFerrin took to teaching
JMU students with the ease of someone who’s made a career of telling
others not to worry.
In addition to Monday’s concert,
McFerrin led two master classes
examining his unorthodox method of
making music. The workshops were
open to the public, with music
majors and professors dominating
attendance.
Monday’s class featured a question-and-answer session in the Forbes
Center for the Performing Arts Concert Hall, but the ordinary protocol
of such a session
didn’t fit his
style.
To s e t
the tone,
McFerrin
began
the class
by singing a
fiveminute
vocal

practice
room,
and sometimes you
forget the
cultural
importance
of music. He
was talking
about dancing with
people and
just having
fun. It was
very much a
social thing,
in his mind.”

improv without
accompaniment. McFerrin
said that he likes
to begin every
performance
with an improv
section to focus
his mind.
“I try to start
on a blank page,”
McFerrin said. “I
have the audience blacked
out so I can’t
CONTACT
Alicia
make judgHesse at
ments. Improv
BLAIR BOSWELL / THE BREEZE
hesseam@
is where it ’s
dukes.
Bobby McFerrin is known to most for his song, “Don’t Worry, Be Happy.” at. It is simply
jmu.edu.

Q&A

Dove model on body image, pressures

motion. The most important thing is
to just keep going.”
McFerrin suggested setting a timer
for  minutes and improvising without
stopping as the best way to practice.
This reliance on the audience to
engage with him was also the most difficult hurdle to success, he revealed.
One of his first tours was opening for
Robin Williams, which pegged him as
a comedian. A crowd in Germany even
booed him.
Both workshops centered on audience participation. On Monday,
McFerrin invited volunteers to sing
duets with him. Joel Collier, a graduate student, was the second volunteer
of the session. Collier sang Ingrid
Michaelson’s version of “Can’t Help
Falling in Love” while McFerrin sang
arpeggios in support.
“I was nervous at first,” Collier said.
“I didn’t know what to do and was
afraid I’d forget the words. Then we
started, and it just came out.”
Tuesday’s workshop allowed
McFerrin to teach in action. About 
volunteers filled the stage to function
as an impromptu choir. The workshops taught McFerrin’s approach to
circle singing: when a leader assigns
vocal parts for groups of people to
sing, producing a layered, polyphonic
sound. McFerrin then asked if anyone
wanted to try.
“The key to leading is to always sing,”
McFerrin said. “Never stop singing. If
you never stop singing, you keep [the
sections] together.”
The next exercise was designed to
get musicians to feel the meter of a
piece without counting. Three volunteers were instructed to sing a
-measure improvised solo.
McFerrin’s goal was to have the
musicians find their place in music by
finding the beats. Each group struggled
with the exercise, rarely completing
without losing pace.
“The hardest part was working as
a unit,” said Veronica O’Brien, one of
the volunteers for the exercise and a
senior at Albemarle High School in
Charlottesville. “Everyone has a different idea of what’s going on. You have
to try to work inside their head to stay
together.”
Because of this dynamic teaching method and lighthearted nature,
McFerrin is often asked to do programs
for children, but he always declines.
“Kids already know how to improv,”
McFerrin said. “They do it all the
time. Kids don’t need me. Adults do.”
CONTACT Jack Knetemann at
knetemjw@dukes.jmu.edu.

Local issues, big screen
SMAD club to host film festival this weekend

By SANDY JOLLES
The Breeze

By BETH WERTZ
The Breeze

In the midst of media pressures and women
surrendering to diets, Dove model and speaker
Stacy Nadeau spoke to students on Tuesday
night to a full auditorium at Memorial Hall.
Nadeau gained national attention in 2005
when she posed in her underwear with five other
models for a billboard displayed in Times Square
as part of the Dove Campaign for Real Beauty.
Nadeau has appeared at universities around
the United States as well as on shows like “The
Ellen DeGeneres Show,” “Dr. Phil,” “The Today
Show” and “The Oprah Winfrey Show.”

Apples, beer and cafeteria food will
be stars at JMU this weekend.
The SMAD department and SMAD
Club are coming together to host Reel
Change Film Festival, a non-fiction
film event about college studentsturned-farmers, inner-city school
nutrition directors, New York City
immigrant fruit venders and female
artisan brewers.
Each of the films has been shown
at different festivals throughout the
country within the last year, and all
have a common theme: food.
The brainchild of assistant SMAD
professor Shaun Wright, the festival
will take place today through Saturday in Harrison Hall and Court
Square Theater, and will feature five
documentaries with panel discussions
afterward.
“The festival promotes the idea of
local food, sustainability and using
the resources that you have around
you,” said Susie Myers, SMAD club
president, a member of the event’s
committee and a senior SMAD major.
Each of the films showcases people
making the choice to eat local foods
and go green in their communities.
John Picklap, a junior SMAD major,
produced one of the films, “The Farm
Course.” The film follows students
from JMU’s farm internship program
around local farms.
“‘The Farm Course’ shows the diversity of the classes at JMU and how JMU
is helping in the local community,”
said Katy Zeisler, a committee member and a senior SMAD major. “That’s
what the whole festival is about: making people aware of the issue and
showing that we, as students, want to
help in the community.”

Where do you find strength
and confidence to display
your body so openly? I am

CORY D’ORAZIO / THE BREEZE

blessed that I grew up a pretty
confident woman. I had my
struggles. We all do. However, I knew
taking part in this campaign would
help other women and I was proud
of that. It was easy for me.

own. But I know I’m doing what I
was meant to.

What was it like going from
being a typical college
student to appearing on
TV? It was exciting. I loved being

Do you think the campaign
has indeed changed the
media’s perception of
women’s bodies? Absolutely.

Stacy Nadeau has appeared on various talk shows and speaks nationwide.

a part of the shows and sharing
the message about the campaign.
As much as I loved being on TV, it
was more important to encourage
women everywhere. I knew being on
this platform was a great opportunity
and I loved sharing the message.

More companies are adopting this
idea of “real people” in advertising
and the conversation we have about
airbrushing and manipulation has
completely changed. We changed
the conversation. That’s something
I’m very proud of.

How do you deal with
critics of the campaign?

How do you think the media
pressure women? The media

I stay positive. I know what this
campaign is about and why I did
it. I believe this campaign and my
work now have helped hundreds of
thousands of women nationwide. To
those who don’t agree: to each their

gives us a very narrow definition
of beauty. In my opinion, it puts
unhealthy pressures on women
to look, act and be a certain way.
Women need to define these things
for themselves.

How does your message
apply to men? Men have

pressure as well and can relate to
these issues. Men also need to be
aware of the manipulation that takes
place in advertising. When we’re all
educated, we’re better off.

If there’s one message
you hope students take
away from your talk, what
would it be? Define your own

best healthy self for your own body.
Health and happiness look different
for everyone, so stop comparing
yourself to others. Treat your body
with respect and love yourself —
right now, today — just the way you
are.

CONTACT Sandy Jolles at
jollessn@dukes.jmu.edu.

Film lineup
“Farm Course” and “Grow”
Thursday at 7 p.m. in Harrison
Hall 2105, followed by discussion with filmmakers and local
food activists
“Cafeteria Man”
Friday at 7p.m. at Court
Square Theater, followed by
Q&A with filmmaker Richard
Chisolm and Andrea Early, the
executive director of school
nutrition for Harrisonburg
City Schools
“Apple Pushers and “The
Love of Beer”
Saturday at 5 p.m. and 7:30
p.m., followed by panel discussion led by Paul Mabrey
III, JMU lecturer/assistant
director of debate; Alisha
Ames, Central Virginia market
manager; Starr Hill Brewery;
and Lauren Berry, owner, Midtowne Market, Harrisonburg

The SMAD department and SMAD
Club have been planning the event
since last spring. Although this is the
first year they’re hosting the event, if
all goes as planned, it won’t be the last.
“The vision is that the next generation of SMAD Club officials will
want to take it on, and if not them,
then other students,” Wright said.
“It’s a tremendous opportunity for
them, and the festival offers students the chance to examine a
topic from another perspective.”
see REEL, page B2
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TOMS Campus Club goes barefoot for kids
By Kelsey Nunn
The Breeze

With painted feet and bare
soles, JMU students and faculty stepped up to a worldwide
challenge: TOMS’ One Day
Without Shoes.
The event was to help raise
awareness about children in
impoverished nations who go
every day without shoes.
“We’re taking one day out of
our very blessed lives to raise
awareness about these problems,” said Tesla Rodriguez,
a club member and a sophomore SMAD major.
Four million people
worldwide are affected by
podoconiosis, a disfiguring
disease caused by soil, and

740 milllion people have hookworm, a parasite that causes
intestinal pain.
This is the second year JMU
TOMS Club has participated
in One Day Without Shoes.
More than 50 people stopped
by the table on the commons
throughout the day.
Club members painted people’s feet with the TOMS logo.
The club was selected among
about 100 colleges to receive A
Day Without Shoes kit, which
included temporary tattoos,
stickers, stencils and display
boxes for the event. The kit
was awarded because of the
club’s dedication throughout
the year, like putting on Style
for Your Sole, which allowed
students to paint and decorate

their TOMS shoes.
Barefoot students walking
by could also stamp their feet
onto a banner, which will be
used to promote Sole Fest, the
club’s end-of-the-year celebration on April 20 from 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. on the Festival Lawn.
Kenneth Johnson, a club
member and freshman biology major, said the event has
allowed him to look at the
TOMS’ agenda in a new light.
“I was put into the shoes of
what I was talking about, what
I was fighting for,” Johnson
said. “I would never want my
worst enemies, let alone some
kids, to go through this.”
Emma Giberson, the club’s
president and a senior communication studies major,

started TOMS Club at JMU
her sophomore year after she
saw it at Clemson University.
To become an official organization, the group of about
10 members participated in a
raffle to be selected by TOMS,
and then took part in a semester of workshops.
Giberson says Sole Fest is
an opportunity to listen to free
music, get a free meal and go
barefoot for the cause.
“The whole idea is that
people will see our bare feet
and be curious about it and
ask us questions, which starts
a conversation,” Giberson
said. “That leads to action.”
Contact Kelsey Nunn at
nunnkm@dukes.jmu.edu.

James McHone Jewelry

DIAMOND OF THE WEEK
14K Yellow Gold Solitaire Diamond Ring
Center Diamond Oval Cut 0.48cts. SI1HI

This Week $700
All of our diamonds are graded by an on staff GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com

Album Review

Just covers for Crows
New Counting Crows album deceives
fans with remakes of obscure songs
with mixed results

By Jordan Breeding
contributing writer

In the four years since the
last Counting Crows album,
the band has seemingly
written nothing new. Every
song on” Underwater
Sunshine (Or What We Did
On Our Summer Vacation)”
was written by somebody
else. The result is one that
the Crows can take little
credit for.
Counting Crows

Underwater
Sunshine
(Or What
We Did On
Our Summer
Vacation)

Released April 10

Fortunately (or
unfortunately, depending on
your preference), the songs
are all generally unknown.
Featured artists include
Fairport Convention, Pure
Prairie League and The
Faces. By electing to play
songs from lesser known
country, alt-country and folk
acts, Crows do an excellent
job of covering songs in a
genre they themselves have
already mastered, and the
covers slide easily alongside
previous songs. With this
album, Crows could either
be helping these mostly
unknown acts to gain greater
exposure or trying to cover
up bad songwriting. In many
instances, it seems to be the
latter.
At first listen, the album
sounds like a classic Crows
record. The opening song,
“Untitled (A Love Song),”

performed originally by
The Romany Rye, has the
same catchy, country/
blues swagger we’ve come
to expect. But, the song
sounds nearly identical to
the original version, which
is true of nearly every song
on the record. It’s easy to
tell which version is the
Counting Crows’, but this is
usually because of a higher
production value and Adam
Duritz’s iconic vocals.
The band’s talent is clear
throughout the album and
their technical mastery
is evident, from Duritz’s
powerful vocals to Dan
Vickrey’s ever-so-smooth
guitar licks and solos.
The band’s talent makes
songs almost sound original
and they demonstrate their
versatility in songs such as
Travis’ “Coming Around.”
The song boasts some strong
’80s New Wave influences
that appear in the form of a
strong synth presence and
falsetto vocals. Songs like
these push the band out
of its comfort zone ever so
slightly, and it can give the
listener a nice break from the
onslaught of country ballads.
The release from Crows
stands as an interesting
collection of great country/
rock songs, but in many ways
the same effect could be
garnered by simply releasing
these songs from the original
artists on a compilation
album. For the most rabid of
Counting Crows’ fans, this
will tide them over until they
can get another full release.
Here’s to hoping it doesn’t
take another four years.
Contact Jordan
Breeding at breedijc@
dukes.jmu.edu.

reel | Starts at 7
from page B1

“Cafeteria Food” chronicles
a Maryland public school’s
effort to replace processed
foods with fresh meals made
from locally grown produce,
while “Grow” documents 20
young men and women who
quit their desk jobs to become
full-time organic, sustainable
farmers in Georgia.
“Apple Pushers” focuses
on New York City immigrant
street vendors who tackle obesity by bringing fresh fruits and
vegetables to inner-city neighborhoods, and “The Love of
Beer” features female brewers
who’ve changed the industry.
A discussion panel after the
films will feature the directors
of “The Farm Course” and
“Cafeteria Food” and owners

of local breweries.
“Those who attend should
expect to see some great films
and to hear insight from people who actually know what’s
going on in the community,”
Myers said. “We hope that a
lot of people come to not only
learn more about this issue
and what we can do, but to
hopefully put that into effect
around the community.”
The festival is free and open
to the public.
“At the end of the day,
the goal of the festival is to
screen, engage and impact,”
Wright said. “Hopefully, people will come to the films and
be inspired by what they see.”
Contact Beth Wertz at
wertz2em@dukes.jmu.edu.

Life is
good.
Write
for the
Life
section.
Email
breezearts@
gmail.com.
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GOING UP

SWINGIN’

Club tennis to play among 64 other
schools in National Championship
By MEAGHAN MACDONALD
The Breeze

>> GABE KOSOWITZ
HAS PLAYED FOR: 10 years
YEAR: senior
HOMETOWN: Charlottesville
MAJOR: SMAD
FUN FACT: Worked with the
Baltimore Orioles in their
media department

It’s taken  years, but the co-ed club tennis team is finally making history.
This weekend marks the first time the team has qualified for the
 United States Tennis Association On Campus National Championship in Cary, N.C.
Eight members from the team will be heading to N.C. representing JMU in a -school field. For these members, this honor can be
considered one of the greatest achievements in their college tennis careers.
“I’ve been trying to go for four years, so I’m thrilled to say the
least,” said Gabe Kosowitz, senior and president of the team. “It’s
been a goal of mine ever since I went to sectionals as a freshman,
so this is my fourth year and final year at sectionals, so it’s very
exciting.”
The team is made up of more than  players that either play for
fun or compete in tournaments. To make the tournament team,
players must move up a ladder by challenging other players and
actively participating in extracurriculars with the team. The tournament team consists of eight women and  men.
“The way I got up through the ladder was through participation
and practices and community service,” said freshman Nick Watson,
who will also be competing at Nationals. “I played in a tournament
in the fall semester where I had to play a couple matches and make
my way up that way.”
To qualify for the championship, teams need to finish within the
top four spots of their section. Teams gain points based on how
they finish in sectional tournaments. JMU finished third in its section this year.
T h e U S TA Te n n i s O n Ca m p u s p ro g ra m f e at u re s
more than , college students who play on co-ed

SEAN CASSIDY / THE BREEZE

see TENNIS, page B4

CLUB VOLLEYBALL

Accolades show season’s achievements
Recruiting upperclassmen and freshmen helped to put B-team at the top of national competition
By STEPHEN PROFFITT
The Breeze

Third place in a national tournament
and four players returning to JMU with
all-tournament honors was the ace to
finish this season.
The JMU men’s club volleyball B
team came home with third place in
Division III at its national tournament
in Kansas City, MO over the weekend.
“Finishing third at Nationals means
a lot to me,” said junior Doug Cohrs.
“Going into the national tournament
as a low team — basically unranked
— and not being seen as a real threat
to any of the bigger schools is always
intimidating, but beating these big
teams and going into the playoffs as a
second-seeded team is unreal.”
The Dukes, who had a rough start
to their season, were able to come
together in the end at the national
tournament.
“I think it’s common in many sports
teams to have issues with their mental game, and I think we finally worked
through it at Nationals,” Cohrs said.
“We came ready to play every game no
matter the opponent.”
The Dukes also saw four players
receive all-tournament team honors
at the end of the tournament. Cohrs,
junior John Schmid, junior Hunter

COURTESY OF WILL HANSON

The club volleyball team, saluting in “Hunger Games” style, poses with its third place plaque from last weekend’s tournament.

Tatum and junior Will Hanson were
all recognized.
The club has been training for this
competition since the fall. The club
comes together at the beginning of
each school year and divides into two
squads — the A-team and the B-team.

The B-team saw new, but very familiar faces, added to the roster in the fall.
“This season we had a decent number of new recruits,” Cohrs said. “W
even got some new upperclassmen talent, which is different than our usual
freshmen newbies.”

A majority of the team’s players also
come from the Richmond area, so
many played together for years before
joining the club.
“These guys are used to playing
together so they bring a sense of synergy to the team before they even get

here,” Cohrs said.
Although this factor in the end helps
the club, it creates a steady flow of competition within the club, which has its
pros and cons.
“It’s very competitive to get into our
club team because we are a very good
team,” Hanson said. “Some of them are
OK with playing on B-team, while other
people see that as a threat. They want to
do whatever it takes to play on A-team
because it’s a big deal to them. They
want to play at the highest competitive
level they can.”
One thing that remains constant is
the club’s rivalry with Virginia Tech.
Hanson describes the Richmond Volleyball Club as the “powerplant” that
feeds JMU and Va. Tech with “really
good players.” Usually the rivalry is
present before the club teams are even
formed.
“Our No.  arch rival is Virginia Tech,”
Hanson said. “They sort of beat us like
a drum in basically every tournament.
When we went to Kansas City, we knew
they were going to be a big threat to us,
but thankfully they choked and somehow we were able to push through.”
Virginia Tech finished in ninth place
at the national tournament.
The team admits to being a little
see VOLLEYBALL, page B5

CHASE KIDDY | fanatic and proud

Controverisal comments warrant less punishment
Coach Ozzie Guillen said questionable statements about Fidel Castro, but suspension’s too extreme
There are certain people in this
country that say absurd things.
Comedians
have George
Carlin and
Daniel Tosh.
Moviegoers
have Sacha
Baron Cohen.
Depending on
what side of
the political
spectrum you fall on, you might
point to either George W. Bush or
Joe Biden.
Baseball fans? We have Ozzie
Guillen.
Head coach Guillen is no stranger
to controversy. He made a living
off saying strange and bizarre
things during his lengthy coaching
career with the White Sox, so it’s
not surprising to me that he was

quoted saying he loves Fidel Castro
in a recent issue of Time Magazine.
In fact, the most surprising part of
this whole saga is how people are
reacting to his statements. How
many times does this guy have to
make controversial statements
before people will stop being so
surprised? He accused the Major
League Baseball and its fans of
treating its handful of Asian players
better than its plethora of Latino
players. He also proclaimed illegal
immigrants to be workaholics that
America can’t survive without.
And that was just .
Now the manager of the newly
rechristened Miami Marlins,
Guillen has again apologized to the
many Cuban families in Miami who
have been offended by comments
regarding Castro, though he never
retracted his statement.

Juan Rodriguez, a CubanAmerican beat writer for the
Marlins, said that “Ozzie Guillen
probably could have gotten away
with any other four words in the
English language other than ‘I love
Fidel Castro.’ ” So I totally get why
things are getting chippy down
south.
But do we really need to suspend
this guy?
Guillen came out and clarified
his comments, claiming they
were taken out of context in the
magazine. He has since said,
“Everybody in the world hates Fidel
Castro, including myself. I was
surprised that he’s still in power.
That’s what I was trying to say to the
journalist. And that’s the first thing
that came out of my mouth. I admit
it. It was the wrong words.” English
is this man’s second language. Can

we cut him a break or two?
He further clarified that it’s
not the man or his politics he
admires, merely his staying power.
I can agree with that. I’m no more
communist than Rosie the Riveter,
but even as I despise Fidel Castro
for his manipulation of humanity
and disregard for human life, I have
to admire the fact that he’s still
alive, even though we tried killing
him half a century ago (according to
my copy of “Black Ops,” anyway).
Why is baseball suddenly the sole
humanitarian vessel whose words
carry the weight of a thousand
politicians?
If anyone should apologize, it
should be the Marlins’ front office.
When it hired Guillen, it was a
calculated move to stir up interest
in an otherwise distracted city.
Baseball doesn’t run the show

in South Beach; nightclubs and
bikinis do. The front office wanted
someone with some spice and
a loud mouth to sell a few extra
tickets. It wanted the controversy,
and now that it’s getting what it paid
for, it wants to take its presents back
on the day after Christmas. Sorry, it
doesn’t work that way.
Guillen is suspended for five
games, which is ridiculous. All he
did was give an opinion on something. Yes, it was a controversial
opinion, and Miami is the lightning rod for all things Cuban and
controversial. But so what? In America, we have this pretty awesome
right called free speech. Last time I
checked, Miami was still in America.
CONTACT Chase Kiddy at
kiddyca@dukes.jmu.edu.
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tennis | Facing new competition
from page B3

teams. JMU players appreciate
the integration and see it as a
growing experience.
“We rarely split up the boys
and the girls — a lot of the time
it’s a big mixture of genders,”
said Kelly Little, junior and
match coordinator. “It’s good
because I play mixed on the
tournament team so I like hitting against guys all the time.”
The Dukes have been training hard for Nationals by
pushing themselves more at
practices.
“ Those of us going to
Nationals have been putting
in some extra time,” Kosowitz
said. “Trying to get out here a
little earlier — we don’t practice on weekends normally,
so get out on the weekend
and hit.”
The Dukes will face new and
old competition at the championship this weekend. JMU will
compete in pool I and will play
against Northeastern at 10 a.m.
and University of Missouri at

2 p.m. There are some nerves
among the players going into
this competition, since they’ve
never played either team.
“We know Northeastern
doesn’t have a varsity team and
that’s really scary,” Little said.
“Because if they don’t have a
varsity team, that means all the
players that would be playing
varsity are going to be on that
club team.”
Big threats tend to come
from schools on the West
Coast, especially in California,
and schools in the Big South
conference. Because the student populations are larger,
there is more talent to choose
from and enhance their teams’
overall competitiveness.
““We know the level of competition is going to be higher
on a national stage,” Kosowitz said. “We just need to go
out and do what we did at
sectionals.”
William & Mary, Georgetown University, Old
Dominion and University of
Virginia from the Mid-Atlantic

section also made the championship. These teams are
some of the best in the country, and consistently prove to
be tough teams to beat. U.Va.
is the best team in the section
and has been ranked No. 1 in
the nation several times. But
JMU proved earlier in the season that the Cavaliers aren’t
immortal.
“We actually won once
against them down in North
Carolina this year,” Kosowitz said. “We are pretty
excited about that. We like to
talk about that a lot.”
It has been a long journey
for older members who will
be competing in N.C., but the
hard work is finally paying off
and the championship is within their reach.
“ We w o n ’ t e v e r f o rg e t i t ,” L i t t l e s a i d . “ I t
will be a great memory.”
Contact Meaghan
MacDonald at
breezesports@gmail.com.

@TheBreezeSports

We Dig the Dukes!
SKYDIVE!

20% Off

New Market, Virginia

For College

$225

Tandem Skydive in Beautiful
Shenandoah Valley

540.450.6070
skydiverdzo@gmail.com

Students With

Open 7 Days a Week

Student ID

11 am - 10 pm

1059 South High Street, Harrisonburg

540.434.2399
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volleyball | Trounces rivals

courtesy of will hanson

JMU’s B-team runs its own practices and schedules its own meets without a designated coach.
from page B3

intimidated by Va. Tech, which
has a more “proper” coach
who runs practices and games.
JMU is completely student run.
President Zac Peterson usually organizes and runs practices
with the club.
“It is a little intimidating
watching club teams walk in
with a coach behind them
because it’s a very structured,
organized practice when a
coach is running it,” Hanson
said. “[But] we take it as an
opportunity to play even better against them.”

The Dukes had another
successful season, finishing
second in Division II South of
the Eastern Intercollegiate Volleyball Association’s behind
Virginia Tech.
“Overall this season has
been great,” Cohrs said. “We
started out a little rough learning to gel with the new guys on
the team to act as a cohesive
unit on the court,” Cohrs said.
“But we managed to become
a nationally ranked team finishing third in the nation as an
end result of our hard work.”
The Dukes will continue to
hold random practice sessions

WHERE

HISTORY

RUNS DEEP

in the offseason before the
semester ends. Many players
will play together in Richmond
over the summer before the
club reloads for another season in the fall.
“We don’t graduate too
many seniors this year so we
need to work hard now so we
can be even better next year,”
Cohrs said. “Hopefully [we
can] compete in the national
finals and bring home the title.”
Contact Stephen Proffitt
at proffijs@dukes.jmu.edu.

$3.00 OFF
General Admission
When You Show Your

1.888.430.CAVE
www.grandcaverns.com

A NATIONAL NATURAL LANDMARK

GRAND CAVERNS

JAC CARD
*Expires 6/30/12

fall spaces

going fast

receive a
$500 gift card
or new low rates
starting @ $319
scan & like

free Gold's Gym membership • optional utility package
pet friendly beginning fall 2012

close to campus—walk to class + private bedrooms + fully furnished apartments + washer & dryer included + all-inclusive living

jmstudenthousing.com // 540.438.3835 // 869 B Port Republic Rd
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THE

place
to live

Rates Starting
at:

$435

Now Waiving Appli
cation Fees!

Plus, Waiving Restoration Fees

When You Tour & Lease

SAVE $260
Call for More Information

888.472.7404

Drive, Harrisonburg,VA
Follow •1941 Sunchase•Text
“sunchase” to 69302
Us r
•Twitter.com/sunchasejmu
You
•Facebook.com/sunchase.at.jmu
•www.Sunchase.net/mobile
Way
*some
restrictions
may apply
sen-7606 optima state ads_10.125x9.5_Layout 1 4/2/12
10:12 AM
Page 1

A RE you MAKING A HEALTHCARE DECISION NOW ?

Everything you want from a health plan.
And a lot more.
B

y choosing Optima Health, you get far more than health coverage. You benefit from thousands of local Optima health care providers
and employees, all working for you. And every one is based right here in Virginia. We’ve been serving Virginia – and only Virginia – for
decades. So continue your Optima Health coverage and enjoy some personal attention. We go to great lengths to make you feel valued.

optimahealth.com/connect

Choose Optima Health and connect with a Virginia-based health plan.
Optima Health is the trade name of Optima Health Plan, Optima Health Insurance Company, and Sentara Health Plans, Inc. For plan costs, limitations, and complete details of coverage please contact Optima Health or log on to optimahealth.com/connect.

Classifieds
OWN YOUR OWN BUSINESS! Caring Transitions
has locations in Richmond,
Roanoke, Winchester and is
now looking for a franchise
owner for the Charlottesville/ Staunton/Waynesboro
market. Call 1-800-6470766. Modest investment
and low fees compared to
other franchises leaving you
a significant income
BRETHREN WOODS CAMP
AND RETREAT CENTER,
located just north of Harrisonburg, is looking for mature
summer camp leaders. Available positions include male
and female counselors,
challenge course facilitator,
maintenance assistant, head
counselor, assistant program
director, and more. For information call 540-269-2741
or check us out on the web
at www.brethrenwoods.org.
Join us for the best summer
of your life!
COLLEGE STUDENTS! Taking time off from school?
Work for Student Services
Moving & Storage Co. $11$13/hr. Travel, tips & bonuses.
Apply online at www.studentservicesmoving.com.
FEMALE MODELS WANTED
FOR ART PHOTOGRAPHY
PROJECT. Email figurepoetry@gmail.com with image and
contact information. (figurepoetry@gmail.com)
DANCE INSTRUCTOR POSITIONS FOR 2012-2013.
Experience/References required. Call-540-810-3631 or
433-7127

CAREGIVERS NEEDED TO
SUPERVISE CHILDREN’S
GROUPS ON CAMPUS, May
28-June 3, after 3:40 p.m.
Minimum wage. Call w/ references: 540-810-3631.
CITY OF HARRISONBURG.
Recreation Instructor: PartTime Year Round Position.
Visit www.harrisonburgva.
gov/jobs for more information
and to apply online.
LOOKING FOR AN AMAZING SUMMER JOB? Timber
Ridge Camp, a children’s overnight camp in High View, WV,
still has several openings for
male and female counselors.
All Room and Board provided and competitive salary’s.
Spend the summer doing the
things you love with children.
Apply online at www.trcamps.
com or call 800-258-2267.
PA RT T I M E G RA P H I C
DESIGNER/OFFICE ASSISTANT NEEDED FOR SMALL,
FAMILY OWNED BUSINESS
in Harrisonburg. Advanced
ADOBE Suite knowledge is a
MUST. Flexible hours and relaxed working environment.
Contact submit@comcast.
net.

3 BDRM, 11/2 BATH TOWNHOUSE, near JMU, Aug.
2012, $975.00. University
Court.
GREAT LOCATION, LARGE
1 BR APARTMENTS, AC,
no pets, Available mid-May
or mid-August, $450-$535,
540-433-1569 http://www.
dogwoodcommons.com /
walkerCWP.html

CHECK OUT MERIWETHER
HILLS APARTMENTS. Convenient to JMU, Harrisonburg
Transit, Walmart. $375/per
person for large 2 bed/1 bath
apartment. All utilities included. 10 month lease. Call
434-4300. www.meriwetherhills.com
LARGE 2 BR TOWNHOUSE,
2 blocks from campus, W/D,
Available 6/1/12, $685/mo.,
www.dogwoodcommons.com/
walnut.html (540)433-1569
4BRM/4BA ALL PRIVATECAMPUS VIEW CONDOS
$470.00 furnished and utilities included start 8/15/12
434-7779 Pool and fitness
area
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Tel: (540) 432-0200
Fax: (540) 438-9835

1762 South Main St. Harrisonburg

www.golookon.com

Monday:
Your Choice of:
•2 Small Calzones
•2 Strombolis, or
•2 Pizza Rolls

B7

Week
Spec ly
ials!

$10.00 (plus tax)
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
2 Pasta Dinners
Your Choice of:
•Lasagna
•Cheese Ravioli
•Stuffed Shells
•Baked Ziti
Mix and Match!

$10.00 (plus tax)

HUNTERS RIDGE 4BR,
$700. New carpet, new beds,
new washer/dryer. # of rooms
and rate negotiable. Email for
details. MCMVirginiaRealty@
gmail.com.
HUNTERS RIDGE CONDO,
remodeled/furnished, four
bedroom $275/month/bedroom includes water/sewer/
electricity. All four bedrooms
$1,000/month. Call 540-7403964 or 540-421-4715.

M E E T T H AT S P EC I A L
SOMEONE! Join Now For
Free and Get a Chance to Win
a Free HDTV www.MyCustomMatch.com/js413

NEW MATTRESS SET Twin
$89 Full $99 Queen $109
540-433-0960

What’s The Breeze Looking for?

Great Writers!
Email breezeeditor@gmail.com

@TheBreezeJMU

2 Subs
Your Choice of:
•Meatball
•Sausage
•Turkey
•Ham&Cheese
Mix and Match!

$10.00 (plus tax)
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